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Sorption of Ti, Zr, Hf and Nb, Ta as homologues of Rf
and Db from mixed aqueous-organic HF solutions
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In order to optimize conditions for isolation and study of chemical properties of Rf and Db [1], we investi-
gated sorption of their lighter homologues Ti, Zr, Hf, Nb and Ta, from HF solutions in water-miscible organic
solvents using the Dowex 50x8 cation exchange (CIX) and AG 1x8 anion exchange (AIX) resins. We studied
dependence of sorption on concentration of HF and acetone. We found that using the AIX resins the distribu-
tion coefficients of Ti, Zr, Hf and Nb increased and those of Ta decreased with increasing content of acetone
in HF solutions.

The results indicated that in concentrated (> 3 M) HF solutions containing acetone, group 4 elements formed
MF73—(M = Ti, Zr, Hf) complexes whose stability decreased in reverse order of sorption Zr > Hf > Ti. Obtained
results are in agreement with previously reported data [2, 3] where using CIX chromatography and HCI-HF
mixed solutions group 4 elements were separated and eluted in order of Zr > Hf > Ti > Th.

Under the same conditions, group 5 elements predominately formed complexes NbOF52—and TaF72—with
stability considerably different, which decreased in sequence Nb > Ta. We found optimal conditions for sepa-
ration of the elements using CIX and AIX chromatography. The advantages of studying chemical properties
of Rf and Db in aqueous HF solutions mixed with organic solvents are briefly discussed.
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